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Finish the Story
Google is changing one 
of its emoji to be like 
other platforms, and 
the emoji is the…

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/apr/25/google-gun-emoji-switch-water-pistol-android-update-apple


Finish the Story
A Nigerian man is 
trying to sue Oxford 
Dictionary because…

According to him, in 2005 and 2006, he purchased the Oxford Mini reference Dictionary, and the Oxford 
English Mini Dictionary respectively, published by the second defendant. 

He said that in the dictionaries, the word “Mortgagee’’ is defined as the Borrower in a Mortgage transaction, 
while “Mortgagor’’ is defined as the Lender. 

He said that he had relied on this definition and during one of his legal advice to a professional colleague he 
had boldly stated that a Mortgagee is a borrower while a Mortgagor is a lender as extracted from the 
authority of the Oxford Dictionaries. 

According to him, his professional colleagues then drew his attention to the correct position in many other 
dictionaries apart from Oxford, which defines the word Mortgagee to be the Lender and Mortgagor to be the 
borrower. 

He said that he was thoroughly embarrassed and has since then suffered loss of professional esteem, as his 
colleagues had stopped asking for his opinion or advice on any legal issue.

https://theeagleonline.com.ng/nigerian-sues-oxford-university-over-wrong-dictionary-definition/


Finish the Story
Apple had to tweak Siri’s 
algorithm because when 
people asked for a definition 
of mother, Siri would…

http://www.sacbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article210097244.html


Finish the Story
Researchers wanted to find out 
if grammar-learning ability 
would taper off with age. 

Their massive study of 
language learners shows that 
grammar learning becomes 
more difficult for adults about 
age…

Many people who study language 
acquisition would argue that any supposed 

bottleneck is due, not to some critical 
period of acquisition, but to factors like 
time of exposure, working memory, and 

general cognitive decline with age.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010027718300994


Finish the Story
The US Social Security 
Administration released its list of 
popular baby names, and found an 
interesting pattern. Popular baby 
names tend to…

As more vowels come in, consonants drop out: The two boys’ names that dropped from 
the top-10 list this year are consonant-heavy (Michael and Ethan), while one of the new 
appearances is the 1:1 Oliver. Similarly, the two new girls’ names—Amelia and Evelyn—

have lots of vowels, while one of those downgraded was Harper.

Michael 
[maɪkəl]

Ethan 
[iθən]

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/05/popular-baby-names-vowels/560207/


Quiz Round
1. About how many languages are there in the world?  

About 700, about 7,000, or about 70,000?  

2. Beginning with the letter u, what’s the name for the hangy-down thing in 
the back of your throat, used to make certain sounds?  

3. Which one of these words has been borrowed from Malay:  
ketchup, mustard, relish, or barbecue?  

4. Spell this word: [əkʌɹəns] 

5. What language did Shakespeare write his plays in:  
Old English, Middle English, or Modern English? 



Quiz Round
6. Here’s a tweet. Is this true or false? 

7. In the sentence “The cow jumped over the moon,” what kind of word is over?  
An adverb, a conjunction, or a preposition?  

8. What’s a more common way of saying this proverb?  
All articles that coruscate with resplendence are not truly auriferous. 

9. Which artificial language was invented by Ludwik Lazarus Zamenhof around 
1887?  

10.What’s the name of the alphabet you use when you’re writing in Russian? 



Everyone Is Wrong
What does the H stand for in “IMHO”?

https://www.buzzfeed.com/lyapalater/what-do-you-think-imho-means
https://xkcd.com/1989/


Everyone Is Wrong
One space or two after a full stop? 

http://www.openculture.com/2018/05/a-new-scientific-study-supports-putting-two-spaces-after-a-period.html


Everyone Is Wrong
Yanny or Laurel? 

https://twitter.com/CloeCouture/status/996218489831473152


Yanny / Laurel

https://twitter.com/suzyjstyles/status/996574638481203200
https://twitter.com/suzyjstyles/status/996576813194231809


Everyone Is Wrong
processes 

GIF 

pronunciation



Words of the Week
gammon 

Charles Dickens,  
Nicholas Nickleby 

1838

https://twitter.com/tattooed_mummy/status/995990280309526528


Words of the Week
jejune 

youthful 

cynical 

simplistic 

Latin jejunus: 
empty of food, 
hungry, meager

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/tom_wolfe
http://www.graphis.com/entry/3bc269c8-4b2d-11e2-a2c9-f23c91dffdec/


Thank you and good night

Tuesdays at 11am on RTRFM 92.1 
 patreon.com/talkthetalk 
 @talkpod 
 fb.com/talkthetalkpodcast 
 talkthetalk@rtrfm.com.au 
 talkthetalkpodcast.com
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